THE 6 a FE 
PRIVILEGE and DUTY. 
gland _ Clmckes, cle. © 1 — Rept os _ 

COMMUNI 


G O 


WI 4 1 8 „ 
5 * e Ne. ras 1 * | | 


— EE ZE Ha 


C . E E Þ IN R I * 
| | Fi £ 7 Nr 2 | ts toc * f 
of NE | E EE) — - Cs | 4 | - R 


ua, ISL. 


ROM THE . 


BAPTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS, 
Aſſembled at SPALDING, June 2, 3, and 4, 1789: 


ROI RAIN == 


Maintaining inviolably the important doctrines of three equal Perſons in 
the Godhead; eternal and perſonal Election; original Sin; particular 
Redemption; free Juſtification by the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chritt ; 
efficacious Grace in Regeneration ; the final Perſeverance of the Saints; 
the Reſurrection of the Dead; the future Judgment; and the Life 

_ everlaſting; with the congregational Order of the Churches of Chriſt, 
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from, meeting at Codnor, in Derbyſpire; Surton-Aſhfield and 

Nottingham, ad nar engrantd, Sheepſhead, Leiceſter, Sutton- _ 

| In-the-Elms, and Arnſby, in Leiceſterſbire; Oakham, in Rutland; 
Clipſtone, Guilſborough, Gretton, Kettering, Walgrave, Moul- 
ton, Northampton, and Road, in Northamptonſhire ; Olney, in 
Buckinghamſhire; Carlton and Thorn, in Bedfordjhire; St. Alban's, 
in Hertfordſvire ; Spalding, in Lincolnſpire; and Soham, in 
Cambridgeſhire. 2 ” e N 


Beloved brethren, 
7E have once more been favoured, through divine goodneſs, with 
a peaceful and comfortable interview with each other, having 
been preſerved in journeying to one of our moſt diſtant churches, and 
enjoyed an agreeable viſit among thoſe that were but little known to moſt 
of us before this opportunity. Some of our brethren in the miniſtry, as 
well as many others, who would gladly have attended our annual meeting 
if it had been held in a more central ſituation, were prevented being 
with us, but we hope we were not deſtitute of ſome tokens of the preſence | | 
of the great Maſter of Aſſemblies; and we received Letters from all the 
aſſociate churches, which generally contained a pleaſing account of their 
preſent circumſtances. May God, in anſwer to continued prayer, revive 
his own work more abundantly,* granting to all the members of our 
reſpective chriſtian ſocieties much of the power and pleaſures of godlineſs, 
and calling by his grace many that are now firangers and aliens, to the 

fellowſhip of his Son, | | 1 
N The 


To the ſeveral Churches they repreſent, or have received Letters | 
| 4 


* Mr. Epwarns's Humble Attempt to prom Union in extrarrdinary Prayer for the 
Revival of Religion, is now republiſhed by brother Sutcliff, of Olney, price gd. Sold alſo 
by Buckland, Button, and Lepard, in London. : | | 
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annual addreſs were, 7 he evil of fin—the equity of God—and the dignity 
of Chriſt. We would now, as helpers of your faith and joy, call your 
cloſe attention to the high privilege and ſolemn duty of Communiowy 
WITH Gop. All the precious truths in the everlatting goſpel, revealed 
to you; every operation of the Holy Spirit i you; and the various 
duties required of you; not only relate to, but centre in this. By his 
' eword of grace to you, you come to know that it was the deſign of God 
through his dear Son to bring you to himſelf, By his gracious work in 
you, your deſires are brought to correſpond with his deſign: the reality 
and ſtrength of which deſires are diſcovered by your approving of, and 
' complying with, the meant appointed for its accompliſhment. The 
publication of grace to you encourages and warrants an application to 
God, in order to obtain and enjoy the peculiar privilege of communion 
with him. Vet ſuch was the depravity of your hearts, that you were 
deſtitute of an inclination ſo to do, till it was produced in you by the 
omnipotent operations of his Holy Spirit, But we hope, dear brethren, 
you have now through grace, not only an invitation, but likewiſe a 
diſpoition to commune with God. We ſhall therefore endeavour briefly 
to explain what is meant by comMun1oN with Him; point out what we 


apprehend is zece/ary to maintaining and promoting ſuch communion ; 


and conclude with a few inferences deduced from the ſolemn ſubject. 
Communion and fellowſhip are frequently uſed as ſynonimous terms, 
conveying the ſame idea, both in ſcripture and in common ſpeech ; but 


we apprehend they are not always to be conſidered as exactly of the ſame 


import. They ſeem to originate from, and to be expreſſive of, that 


Which is of a complex nature. As the word faith is uſed to expreſs the 


act of believing, and likewiſe the matter believed ; ſo what the terms 
communion and fellowſhip are deſigned to explain, ſeems to include mutual 
intereſt, and friendly converſe; the word fellowſhip may more aptly 
expreſs the %, and communion the laſt, —FtLLowsHIP conſiſts in 
voluntary connection, and a joint participation of things, or the anion of 
| perſons in affe&#ion, intereſt and deſgn. Fellowſhip therefore implies 
communion, as it neceſſarily calls for, and Jeads to, a communication 
between the parties ſo united; in order to accompliſh the ends for which 
ſuch a connection is formed, True believers thus have fellowſhip in the 

ofpel with God and one another. Phil. i. 5. With what fervent affection 
does the apoſtle John ſpeak of this wonderful privilege! iſt Epiſtle i. 3. 
«© That which we have ſeen and heard, declare we unto you, that ye alſo 
* may have fellow/3ip with us: and truly our fellowyhip is with the 
« Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt.” This being a peculiar ſource 


of chriſtian conſolation, he therefore adds, “ theſe things we write unto . 


« you, that your jey may be full.“ WE 
True chriſtians have fe!lowfhip with GOD the Far HER, by whom 
they are bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſings.” Theſe riches, as a 
common ſtock, in which all the family of heaven and earth haye a joint 
perſonal intereſt, were depoſited in the hands of C5ri/? Jeſus for their uſe 
and benefit * before the world began.” Eph. i. 3. Divine Iove and 
fidelity are gloriouſly diſplayed, in bringing the choſen of the Lord, in 
due time, to an acquaintance with Chriſt, as the head of the whole 
connected body; and in making them joint-partakers of his mediatorial 
Fulneſs Yes, brethren, „God is faithful, by whom ye were called 
TR I EET yngo 


The ſubje&s we recommended to your ſerions conſideration in our laſt 


PER * a £4 a-c FTY 1 an F.Y a «a JQJu* An: a Af* os © 


| US 
be unto the fellowſhip of his Sox Jeſus Chrift our Ford: (1 Cor. i. 9.) 


You being made willing in the day of his power to embrace the Saviour 
and eſpouſe his cauſe, Preaching the unſearchable riches of Chriſt,“ 
was deſigned to diſcover, and ©* make all men ſee, what is the fe/lowfhip 
„* of the myſtery which from the beginning of the world, hath been hid 
in God:“ that in purſuance of his gracious and eternal purpoſe ** the 
„ Gentiles ſhould be felloau-heirs, and of the ſame body, and partakers 
* of his promiſe in Chriſt by the goſpel.” Eph. iii. 6--11.— We read 
likewiſe of the fellowyhip of the Syir1T,” as a privilege well known 
and highly prized by holy men in the apoſtolic age; and urged by the 
apoſtle to excite the ſaints at Phillippi, to the fulfilment of his joy. Of 
ſuch fellowſhip they were as conſcious, as that there was any conſolation 
*« in Chriſt,” or ©* any comfort of love,” or any bowels and mercies.“ 
Phil. ii. 1, 2.— Real believers have fellowſhip with GOD, FATRHER, 
SoN and HoLy SPIRIT, in all he 7s, has, and does. Jehovah is gra- 
ciouſly become their all in all. And they, through the Spirit, freely 
give themſelves to Him, and to each other according to the will of God. 
Thus they “ walk in the light, as he is in the light,“ and “ have fe/loww- 
„ ſhip one with another,” (1 John i. 7.) in mutual afe&#ion, intereſt and 
end. To ſuch it may with great propriety be ſaid, All is your's, and 
« ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's. 3 

As fellowſhip more directly relates to, and is expreſſive of, connection 
and intereſt; ſo the term comMuNI1on is frequently applied to cozverſa- 


tion. In this ſenſe the ſcripture uſes it with reſpe&t to men eee, | 
2 


with men,“ and it is in like manner uſed reſpecting the familiar intercour 

between God and his people. When the ſolemn converſation ended 
reſpecting Sodom, it is ſaid, The Lord went his way as ſoon as he had 
left communing with Abraham, Gen. xviii. 33. — And when he had made 
an end of communing with Moſes, he gave him two tables of teſtimony. 
Exod. xxxi. 18.— But not to multiply inſtances, we may obſerve that 
communion with God, from its firſt commencement, is inſeperably con- 
nected with fellowſhip.—Relation to God, and an intereſt in Chriſt and 
divine things, whether only deſired, or really enjoyed; longed for, or 
rejoiced in ; lead to, and furniſh with matter for, communion with the 
divine Being. We would remind you, brethren, of your dealings with 


God, when you firſt in reality knew yourſelves, and began to be ac- 


quainted with him : when your mifery and his mercy drew the attention 
of your whole ſouls: when, like Ephraim, you began to bemoan your- 


ſelves. Then you wiſhed to ſpeak to God, but knew not how. Shame 4 


and inclination ſtruggled hard and produced confuſion; which with a 
conſciouſneſs of loathſome depravity and inexcuſable goilt, perhaps made 


« " 


you weep in ſilence; but could not keep your hearts from crying with the 


penitent publican, God be merciful to me a finner. Probably theſe 


perplexed cries of neceſſity, were not accompanied with an underſtanding 
| \ 2 how 


* Thus Abraham communed with the children of Heth, about a place to bury his 
dead. Gen. xxiii. 8. Joſeph communed with his brethren. xlii. 24.—Samuel communed 
with Saul upon the top of the houſe, where tliey walked along on the flat roofs as we 
walk in the freers of a city. 1 Sam. ix. 25.—Saul ſaid unto his ſervants, Con mi ne with 
David and fay, Behold the king delighteth in thee. xviii. 22.— And Jonathan ſaid, I will 


commune with my father of thee, and he ſpake good of David unto Saul, xix. 3, 4.50. 


the queen of Sheba communed with Sdlomon of All that was in her heart. 1 'Kings'x. . 
Thus Judas Iſcariot 'communed with the chief priefts, Luke xxi1. 4,—And Felix with 
Paul, Acts xxiv. 26.— And the two penſive diſciples it is ſaid were communing together 
when Jeſus drew near to them. Luke xxiv. 15. 
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how the Lord could fhew mercy conſiſtently with his 2guity; and therefore 
fear might ſuggeſt that attempts to converſe with God might be arrogance 
In you, and offenſive to him. But when the method of ſalvation was 
diſcovered, as ſupporting his righteous character, and encouraging the 


vileſt ſinner under a ſenſe of miſery to ſeek for mercy ; then you began 
indeed not only to Jong, but fervently to pray, for an heart-ſatisfying 
knowledge of your intereſt in the Saviour.— Hearing of the unſpeakable 
happineſs of thoſe who belong to him, your deſires to be like them, in 
union with him, and partakers of the ineſtimable benefits reſulting from 
his love, obedience and death, furniſhed you with matter in abundance 
for converſe with God, To be found in Chriſt, to have fellowſhip with 
him, to be devoted to him, ſupplied from him, and made like him ; to 
be admitted into ſpecial and perpetual connection with the family of God, 
put among the children, and indulged with that favour which he bears 
to his own people; ſuch bleſſings you eſteemed great indeed, about which 


you found the need of converſing much with God. —Your views of mercy | 
flowing freely to ſinners through the Saviour, excited and encouraged you 


to commune with God, as on a throne of grace. You then came with ſome 
degree of boldneſs, and filled your mouth with arguments, drawn from 
the atonement of Chriſt, the free invitations, and precious promiſes held 
forth in the goſpel. Theſe, together with your extreme neceſſity, en- 
couraged and urged you to plead with him as a man doth with his friend. 
Feeling his word penetrate your ſouls, deſcribing your real character, 


and ſuited to ſoothe your various ſorrows, and fill your vaſt deſires; your 


faith as it increaſed, led to greater freedom with him. You then could 
look to him and commune with him, as your Father, Saviour, and 
infallible Guide. 'Then you delighted yourſelves in the Almighty, who 


'S ſpoke peace to your conſciences, and cheered your hearts with good 
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words, and comfortable words. The purport of your language then, was 


ſimilar to that predicted of the church in Iſai. xii. O Lord I will praiſe 
4 thee, though thou waſt angry with me, thine anger is turned away, 


N te and thou comfortedſt me. I will truſt and not be afraid; for the Lord 


4 Jehovah is my ſtrength and my ſong, he alſo is become my falvation.” 
But, dear brethren, thoſe of you who have been moſt favoured with 


| ſuch appropriating faith in God, know that it tended to increaſe as well 


as ſweeten your communion with him. Salvation from miſery you did 
not conſider as your ultimate end. You deſired to glorify God as well as 


enjoy him ; to own his authority over. you, as well as his mercy to you. 


Your Saviour you conſidered as your ſovereign: and looked to him not 
only as the fountain of pleaſure, but the ſource of authority, and centre 


of union, | 
Your Communion with God now turned upon new ſubjects: you 
wanted not only to know and feel delight in his perſonal excellence, but 


likewiſe in his relative connections and intereſts. His Laws as well as his 


Love you defired to be more fully acquainted with. The nature of his 


kingdom, the prerogatives of his crown, as well as the privileges of his 
people, became matters of ſerious and carneſt enquiry. Being convinced 


that no power on earth has the leaſt authority over the conſciences of 
men, you were therefore concerned to know the mind of Chriſt who is 
King in Zion, the ſole government whereof is upon his ſhoulders; and 
who as the true Head of the Church, ſitteth upon the throne of his 
kingdom, to order it, and to eſtabliſh it with judgment and with _ 
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for ever. Tſai. x. 6, 7.— Having been told by Himſelf that his 4ingdom is 
not of this wworld,* you therefore were reſolved to enquire after the direc- 
tions of his word, and to adhere to what he by his Spirit ſaith unto the 
churches.— The apparent ſubje&ts of his grace, you eſteemed as the 
excellent of the earth. Acquaintance with them and union to them you 
ſought after, being deſirous to know what was committed to them and 
required of them as in fe/lowfhip with Him. You began to be aſhamed 
of remaining cool ſpectators. The love of Chriſt conſtrained you to take 
an active part in religion. For all people will walk every one in the 
«© name of his God, and we' ſaid you, will walk in the name of 
% Jehovah our God for ever and ever.” Mic. iv. 5. You therefore aſked 
the way to Zion, deſiring to dwell in the houſe of the Lord all the days 
df your lives, to ſee the beauty of Jehovah, and to enquire in his temple. 
That he might not only cauſe you to hear his loving-kindneſs, but ſhew 
you the way wherein you ſhould walk, you have many a time lifted up 
your ſouls unto him, each crying Lord what wouldeſt thou have me to do? 
Teach me to do thy will, for thou art my God. Shew me thy ways O Lord, 
teach me thy paths, lead me in thy truth and teach me; for thou art the 


| _ of my ſalvation, on thee do 1 wait all the day, Pf. xxv. 4, 5. 
cxliii. 8. . 


If you are Chriſtians indeed, whether you have all attained to the 
Aſſurance of Hope or not, you know what it is to commune with God upon 
theſe and ſuch like ſubjects. For ſurely thoſe who are in fellowſhip with 
him, not only ſhould, but will, be concerned to know what he has 
committed to them, requires of them, and expects from them. Remember 
brethren, <©* He that is joined to the Lord is one ſpirit with him.” 
Conſequently they who are thus united to him, will conſider his oppo- 
nents as their enemies, and his friends will be their favourites. What 
he deſigns will be their deſire; his promiſes their portion, and his glory 
their ultimate end. By your profeſſed ſubjection to Chriſt, you are bound 


to conſider yourſelves as intruſted with the care of his property, and as 
accountable to him, for all you have received from him; according to 


the law relating to fellowſhip. Lev. vi. 2. Keep therefore his charge 


conſtantly in mind, Occupy till J come; improving every talent, and 


devoting every power which you poſleſs to his intereſt and honour. May 
every goſpel truth and divine appointment be preſerved in its original purity 
and ſimplicity, as firſt delivered to the ſaints. That you may give up 
your accounts at laſt with joy and not with grief! It is your duty, your 


Intereſt, O that it may be your perpetual reſolution, in the ſtrength of 


grace, to hold faſt what you have, that no man take your crown! 
Conſider, brethren, yox are not your own, and what you 5s, is the 
Redeemer's riches, heaven's precious property, committed to your care, 


as in fellowſhip with God. Of theſe zreaſures be careful, and about 


their nature, uſe, and tendency, continue. to commune frequently with him, 


that you may obtain mercy to be found faithful unto death, and then 


receive the crown of life. ; | 
We would now, dear brethren, give you our advice reſpecting your atten - 


dance to this folemn exerciſe, and point out what we apprehend is neceſ- 


ſary to be regarded, in order to your maintaining and carrying on com- 
| |  Firhh 
* We wiſh Mr. Boorn's late Treatiſe on the kingdom of Chriſt, (Price 15.) Was 


munion with God. 


univerſally read by the members of our reipective churches, 
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Low the Lord could ſhew mercy conſiſtently with his 2guity; and therefore 


fear might ſuggeſt that attempts to converſe with God might be arrogance 


In you, and offenſive to him. But when the method of ſalvation was 


diſcovered, as ſupporting his righteous character, and encouraging the 
vileſt ſinner under a ſenſe of miſery to ſeek for mercy; then you began 


indeed not only to long, but fervently to pray, for an heart-ſatisfying 


knowledge of your intereſt in the Saviour.— Hearing of the unſpeakable 
happineſs of thoſe who belong to him, your deſires to be like them, in 
union with him, and partakers of the ineſtimable benefits reſulting from 
his love, obedience and death, furniſhed you with matter in abundance 
for converſe with God. To be found in Chriſt, to have fellowſhip with 
him, to be devoted to him, ſupplied from him, and made like him; to 
be admitted into ſpecial and perpetual connection with the family of God, 
put among the children, and indulged with that favour which he bears 
to his own people; ſuch bleſſings you eſteemed great indeed, about which 
you found the need of converſing much with God. —Your views of mercy 
flowing freely to finners through the Saviour, excited and encouraged you 
to commune with God, as on a throne of grace. You then came with ſome 
degree of boldneſs, and filled your mouth with arguments, drawn from 
the atonement of Chriſt, the free invitations, and precious promiſes held 


forth in the goſpel. Theſe, together with your extreme neceſſity, en- 


couraged and urged you to plead with him as a man doth with his friend. 
Feeling his word penetrate your ſouls, deſcribing your real character, 
and ſuited to ſoothe your various ſorrows, and fill your vaſt deſires; your 
faith as it increaſed, led to greater freedom with him. You then could 
look to him and commune with him, as your Father, Saviour, and 
infallible Guide. Then you delighted yourſelves in the Almighty, who 
ſpoke peace to your conſciences, and cheered your hearts with good 
words, and comfortable words. The purport of your language then, was 
ſimilar to that predicted of the church in Iſai. xii. O Lord I will praiſe 
4e thee, though thou waſt angry with me, thine anger is turned away, 


|: and thou comfortedſt me. I will truſt and not be afraid; for the Lord 
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«© Jehovah is my ſtrength and my ſong, he alſo is become my ſalvation.“ 
But, dear brethren, thoſe of you who have been moſt favoured with 

ſuch appropriating faith in God, know that 1t tended to increaſe as well 

as ſweeten your communion with him, Salvation from miſery you did 


not conſider as your ultimate end. You deſired to glorify God as well as 


enjoy him ; to own his authority over. you, as well as his mercy to you. 
Your Saviour you conſidered as your ſovereign : and looked to him not 


only as the fountain of pleaſure, but the ſource of authority, and centre 


of union. 


Your Communion with God how tarned upon new ſubjects: you 
wanted not only to know and feel delight in his perſenal excellence, but 


likewiſe in his relative connections and intereſts. His Laws as well as his 
Love you deſired to be more fully acquainted with. The nature of his 


kingdom, the prerogatives of his crown, as well as the privileges of his 
people, became matters of ſerious and carneſt enquiry. Being convinced 
that no power on earth has the leaſt authority over the conſciences of 
men, you were therefore concerned to know the mind of Chriſt who is 


King in Zion, the ſole governinent whereof is upon his ſhoulders ; and 
who as the true Head of the Church, ſitteth upon the throne of his 
kingdom, to order it, and to eſtablifh it with judgment and with Jane» 
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munion with God. | 


Univerſally read by the members of our reſpective churches, 


* 


for ever. Iſai. x. 6, 7.— Having been told by Himſelf that his kingdom is 
not of this world,* you therefore were reſolved to enquire after the direc- 
tions of his word, and to adhere to what he by his Spirit ſaith unto the 
churches. —The apparent ſubje&ts of his grace, you eſteemed as the 
excellent of the earth. Acquaintance with them and union to them you 
ſought after, being deſirous to know what was committed to them and 
required of them as in f#/lowfhip with Him. You began to be aſhamed 


of remaining cool ſpectators. The love of Chriſt conſtrained you to take 


an active part in religion. For all people will walk every one in the 
* name of his God, and we' ſaid you, will walk in the name of 

« Jehovah our God for ever and ever.” Mic. iv. 5. You therefore aſked 

the way to Zion, deſiring to dwell in the houſe of the Lord all the days 

df your lives, to ſee the beauty of Jehovah, and to enquire in his temple. 

That he might not only cauſe you to hear his loving-kindneſs, but ſhew 
you the way wherein you ſhould walk, you have many a time lifted up 
your ſouls unto him, each crying Lord whet woulaeſft thou have me io do? 

Teach me to do thy will, for thou art my God. Shew me thy ways O Lord, 

teach me thy paths, lead me in thy truth and teach me; for thou art the 
3 of my ſaluation, on thee do 1 wait all the day, Pſ. xxv. 4, 5. 
Cx 111. 8. 

If you are Chriſtians indeed, whether you have all attained to the 
Aſſurance of Hope or not, you know what it is to commune with God upon 
theſe and ſuch like ſubjects. For ſurely thoſe who are in fellowſhip with 
him, not only ſhould, but will, be concerned to know what he has 
committed to them, requires of them, and expe@s from them. Remember 


| brethren, ©* He that is joined to the Lord is one ſpirit with him.” 


Conſequently they who are thus united to him, will conſider his oppo- 
nents as their enemies, and his friends will be their favourites. What 
he deſigns will be their defire ; his promiſes their portion, and his glory 
their ultimate end. By your profeſſed ſubjection to Chriſt, you are bound 
to conſider yourſelves as intruſted with the care of his property, and as 
accountable to him, for all you have received from him ; according to 
the law relating to fellowſhip. Lev. vi. 2. Keep therefore his charge 


- conſtantly in mind, Occupy till I come; improving every talent, and 


devoting every power which you poſſeſs to his intereſt and honour. May 
every geſpel truth and divine appointment be preſerved in its original purity 
and ſimplicity, as firſt delivered to the ſaints. That you may give up 
your accounts at Jaſt with joy and not with grief! It is your duty, your 


intereſt, O that it may be your perpetual reſolution, in the ſtrength of 


grace, to hold faſt what you have, that no man take your crown! 
Conſider, brethren, yo are not your own, and what you %%, is the 
Redeemer's riches, heaven's precious property, committed to your care, 


as in fellowſhip with God. Of theſe treaſures be careful, and about 


their nature, uſe, and tendency, continue. to commune frequently with him, 


that you may obtain mercy to be found faithful unto death, and then 


receive the crown of life. | es 
We would now, dear brethren, give you our advice reſpecting your atten« 


dance to this ſolemn exerciſe, and point out what we apprehend is neceſ- 


ſary to be regarded, in order to your maintaining and carrying on com- 
_—_—  Firhh 
* We wiſh Mr. BooTn's late Treatiſe on the kingdom of Chriſt, (Price 15.) was 
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Fir, Deliberately enquire into his true character, and your on tea! 
condition. Conſider, brethren, “with whom ye have todo.” The King 
eternal, immortal; the only wiſe, living and true God, That glorious, 
holy and dreadful Being, before whom devils tremble, and angels veit 
their faces, is he with whom you are called to converſe. The omnipotent, 
omniſcient FEHOVAH, whoſe eyes penetrate what his hands ſupport ; 


the author, upholder and governor of univerſal nature; whom the heaven 


of heavens cannot contain: He who is decked with ſolemn majeſty, and 


ſhines in the full orbed ſplendor of perfect purity, deigns to commune with 


you. Yes, this awful God is yours: and that his terror might not make 
you afraid, he has ſovereignly aſſumed for your encouragement various 
endearing characters, each included in his being the God of all grace. 


You are now called to behold him as through a new medium, even the 


perſon of Chriſt. There tremendous dignity and tender mercy unite their 
radiant beams! There his ſovereign love to your perſons, and his natural 
hatred to yorr ſins, are wonderfully diſplayed. O that you may have 
growing acquaintance with his eſſential greatneſs, and condeſcending 
compaſſion. Then your converſe with him will be rewerent, humble, 


foiemn and ſerious ; and the more ſo in proportion to the knowledge you 


acquire of your condition as ſinful duſt and aſhes. The infinite contraſt 
duly conſidered, will fill your fouls with holy wonder and profound awe. 
Holy dread accompanies heavenly delight. How dreadful is this place!“ 


laid Jacob, when he communed with his God at Bethel; „ this is none 
other than the houſe of God and the gate of heaven.“ T he conftderation 
of your zatural littleneſs when compared with God, and of your depen- 


dance upon him, and efpecially of your moral diſtance from him and un- 
likeneſs to him, wall deepen your humility before him ; while his gracious 


character as the Father of mercies” and God of all comfort,” in- 


viting you to draw near, will encourage you to expect much, though you 
deſerve nothing. | 


Secondly, Properly regard what he ſays to you. Mutual attention, voa 


know, is neceſſary in common converſation ; and ſurely much more 1s it 
needful when communing with God. This is often mentioned in fcripture 
in a moſt pathetic manner, as what the Lord requires, Hearken unto 
me O ye children, attend unto the words of my mouth” —Prov. vii. 24. 
„ Take heed and hearken O Iſrael,“ Deut. xxvii. 9. Liſten O Iſles 


unto me and hearken,” Iſa. xlix. 1. Hearken diligently unto me—in- 


cline your ear hear and your fout ſhall hve,” lv. 2, 3.-Miſapprehenſions 
are frequently the effects of inattention, therefore Jeſus when he had 
called all the people unto him, ſaid unto them, Hearken unto meevery one 
of you and underſtand.” Mark vii. 14.—God addreſſes you by various 
providential occurrences. © Day unto day uttereth ſpeech, Every mercy 
calls for gratitude ; its language relates to his bounty and your obligation. 
And every calamity calls for contrition, and a perſonal enquiry ++ What 
have I done?” As thereby he diſcovers his diſpleaſure, „the man of 
wiſdom will fee his name, hear the rod, and him who hath appointed it,” 
deſiring to plead with him, and.talk with him of his Judgments, Mic, 


vi. 9. fer. xii. 1. Theſe are frequently very myſterious, they are as a 


great deep, in which his on people. are ready to be overwhelmed, as 
fonah was literally, Holy Job for a long time knew not the reaſon of 
the Lord's conduct towards him. But he wiſely reſolved to make enquiry 
into the cauſe of the calamity, as well as give vent to his ſorrow. 

1 will 
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will ſay unto God, do not condemn me; ſhew me wherefore thou con- 
tendeſt with me. I am full of confuſion, therefore ſee thou mine affliction 
for it increaſeth,” x, 2, 15, 16. The myſterious diſpenſation was the 
ſubje& of much converſe and reaſoning with God, and at laſt the cauſe and 
the conſequences were diſcovered to him, and felt by him, to his great 
ſatisfaction and abundant Joy.—But, dear brethren, the mind of God is 
molt clearly diſcovered in the ſcriptures of truth. Therein “ the Spirit 
ſpeaketh expreſsly.” Therein are contained the plain and“ true ſayings 

of God.” Endeavour to underſtand his meaning. Take care of wreſting 
his words. Attend to the deſcriptions he therein gives of men and things. 
There your hearts are laid open: your conſcious feelings, whether fears or 
deſires, are all deſcribed; every painful and pleaſing ſenſation is there 
diſtinctly noticed; and according to your interna! character and condition, 
you are diſtinctly ſpoken to, as if by name. 
what God the Lord ſays to you in particular. 


and accordingly commune with him. | 5 

Thirdly, Give full credit to what he ſays. Treat him as a God of 
veracity, who cannot lie. Would you chooſe to converſe with men whom 
you could not credit? Or take delight in communing with thoſe wha 
would not credit you? Remember * he that believeth not God hath 
made him a liar,” 1 John, v. 10. How juſt and awful the charge? 


% Take heed therefore, brethren, leſt there be in any of you an evil 


heart of unbelief.” For without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him.“ 
To be inattentive to what he ſays, is treating him with negle&, as an 
inſignificant being below your notice. Not to believe what he ſays, be 
that what it may, is an horrid reflection upon him as a falſe perfidious 
being, not to be truſted or confided in. O that none of you may ever 


plead for the innocence of unbelicf! But dread it, watch againſt it, and 


expoſe it, as the moſt deteltable foe to God and man. If you would enjoy 
communion with God, intreat him to increaſe your faith in him, and 


unite your hearts to him, For IF your attention and zruft decreaſe, be 


aſſured your communion with him will diminiſh, Therefore “ zru/? in 


him at all times; ye people pour out your hearts before him.“ For, 


Fourthly, Communion with God ſhould be with openne/s of heart, and 
becoming Freedom. It were folly to attempt to conceal any thing from 


| him who knoweth the heart, and „ declareth unto man what is his 


thought.” Amos iv. 13. Therefore when you commune with God about 
the itate and frame of your ſouls (which we hope you often do) cover not 
your ſins as did Adam, Job xxxi. 33. If iniquities do even prevail againſt 
you, or the thoughts of your heart trouble you; if you are oppreſſed with 
the weight of guilt, or with a ſenſe of internal pollution; keep not at a 
diſtance from him, in hopes that time may wear off or diminiſh your 
troubles; or as if in a ſtate of unſociable diſtance from him, you might 


acquire a better frame of mind, for communing with him, But in ſuck 


mournful ſeaſons fully and freely acknowledge what and how you are. 
Come before him without reſerve, uſe holy freedom with him, and tell him 
all the truth. A ſenſe of guilt and depravity, ought to make you prize, 
flee to, and commune with, the precious Saviour and Sanctifier of your ſin- 
| fu}, 


F The evil of unbelief, and of a careleſs neglect of ſalvation, is diſplayed in a moſt 
riking manner in EpwarDs's Hiſtory of Redemption, firit edit. p. 206-214. Pitcher's 


| edit, with notes, 352=-360, 


Attend therefore cloſely to 
Whether it be in a way of 
admonition or encouragement, caution or comfort, regard what he ſays, 
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ful, depreſſed ſouls: for now your need of both, is become not only a 


matter of faith but of feeling. Conſider comfort is not abſolutely eſſential 


to communion, as ſame chriſtians are apt to think. True friendſhip and 
real communion with God, may be, when there is little ſenſible enjoyment 
of him. This ſeems evident from the ſcripture accounts of the converſe 
between good men and their gracious God, Several of David's and 
Aſaph's devotional Pialms are in the plaintive ſtyle. They lamented 


their depravity, and pleaded for pardon and purity, a new heart and a 


right ſpirit. Holy David's language was O my God, my ſoul is caſt 
down within me. I will ſay unto God my rock, Why haſt thou forgotten 
me? Why gol mourning becauſe of the oppreſſion of the enemy? My 
foul cleaveth to the duſt, quicken thou me! Reſtore unto me the joys of 
thy ſalvation,” &c. Pf. xlii. cxix, &c.-—Godly Aſaph was ſo diſtreſſed that 
his ſoul refuſed to be comforted. I remembered God and was troubled, 
I complained,” ſays he, and my ſpirit was overwhelmed.” And it is 
obſervable that, when through overwhelming ſorrow, he was obliged to 
Pauſe and deſiſt for a period from an immediate direct converſe with God, 


he made free to tell him the reaſon why, ſaying, ** Thou holdeſt mine 


eyes waking, I am ſo troubled I cannot ſpeak.” But having muſed upon 
the days of old, called to remembrance his ſongs in the night, and 
pondered over various folemn interrogations, ſuch as Will the Lord caft 
off for ever? Will he be favourable no more? Hath he in anger ſhut 


up his tender mercies?“ having thus communed with his own heart, and 


hrs ſpirit made diligent ſearch; he found his infirmity to be the ſource of 
his ſorrow. Lamenting which, he reſolved to renew the converſe with his 
God, and ſaid, I will remember the years of the right hand of the Moſt 
High, I will remember the works of jehovah : ſurely I will remember 
thy wonders of old, &c.” Upon this his hope revived, and his love 
kindled to a flame of admiration and holy joy. See E/. Ixxvii. The 
book of Job, the lamentations of Jeremiah, the hiſtory of Abraham, 
Jacob, Joſeph, Jonah, Daniel, and other Old Teſtament ſaints, unitedly 
prove that communion with God, always implies, in proportion to its de- 
gree, a reverent freedom and genuine openneſs of heart, even in forrowful 
ſeaſons as well as joyful. The examples and exhortations of Chriſt and 
his diſciples unite in confirmation of the above remark. Jeſus as a man of 
forrows habitually communed with God. Frequently retiring from ſociety, 
as er did, he wept and made ſupplication, on his own and his people's 
behalf; on ſpecial occaſions continuing all night in prayer, particularſy 
on that preceding the ſolemn day on which the apoltles were ordained, 
Luke vi. 12. He gave his diſciples inſtructions relative to the matter and 
manner of heavenly converſe, Matt. vi. 9. and to excite to perſevering 

fervor, referred them to the prevalent importunity of a diſconſolate injured 
widow, in her application to an unxighteous judge, Luke xvii. To this 


tolemn exerciſe the apoliles gave themſelves, and exhorted chrſtians to con- 


tinue in it without ceaſing,” not only on their own behalf, but for all 
faints, yea for all men,” And as hey remembered the ſtate of the 
churches when before their God ; ſo they wiſhed to be remembered by 
them: whoſe examples we with to follow. BY 
Firibiy, In communing with God, you will on various accounts find 
the need of a cautious collected tate of mind. Be not raſh with thy 
month, and let not thine heart be haſty to utter any thing before God,“ 
Ecel. v. 2. Were you called to converle with an earthly ſovereign, or 
| * any 
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any ſuperior with whom you have to do, you would feel the need of pre. 
meditation and calm collectedneſs of ſpirit ; and that in proportion to the 


nature and variety of your concerns with him. Conſider, brethren, the 
ſubjects about which you are called to commune with God, are exceed- 


ingly various, and of vaſt importance. Every ſin and ſorrow, temptation 


and trial, whether of an internal or external nature, perſonal or relative, 
felt or feared ; every bleſſing beſtowed upon you, promiſed to you, or 
needed by you, ſpiritual or providenual ; and every duty required of you, 
whether of a moral or poſitive nature, in ſacred or civil life; if duly 
conſidered, will occaſion and call for frequent applications to God, whoſe 
you are and whom you ſerve. | | 
Deliberately conſider before you go, on what account you are about to 


approach the divine throne ; and what kind of diſpoſition and deportment 


is ſuitable for a poor dependant petitioner in his near approaches to God: 
not only that you may be able to ſay what you would that he ſhould do 


unto you; but that you may be on your guard, and may watch againſt every 
ting in heart, language, countenance, voice and poſture approaching to 
irreverence, or unbecoming that ſolemn awe which ſhould ever attend 
communion with the Great Eternal.— There is danger, brethren, of aſking 
amiſs, both as to the things deſired, and the end for which you may 9 5 | 


to obtain them. See James, 1v. 3. You ought therefore to conſider what 
thoſe bleſſings are, which he has deſcribed and promiſed to beſtow on his 


people, and what are not the ſubject of promiſe, but entirely diſcretionary. 


The former you may plead with him for, and ſay with Jacob] will not let 
thee go except thou bleſs me”? but the latter you muſt leave to him, and 
ſay with Jeſus, Father, not my will, but thine be done.” Moſes, the 
man of God, was very deſirous of entering into Canaan, but the Lord 
would not grant his requeſt, but charged him to /pza# no more unto him 


of that matter, Deut. iii. 26. God's promiſes relate to what will be for 


our good, but enſure not every thing that might be for our gratification. 


Take care of drawing raſh cancluſions, as if heavenly favours will not be 


granted, becauſe earthly things are withheld : or that becauſe your 
prayers are not yet anſwered, therefore they are rejected, and that you 
have no right to ſeek for, or hope in divine mercy ; which ſome of you 
may be tempted to infer from a deep ſenſe of guilt and depravity. But, 
dear brethren, conſider you are invited to come and reaſon” with God, 
Ifa. i. 18. He will not treat you as intruders, He will in no wile caſt 


vou out, Whereiore ** take with you words, and turn to Jehovah, ſay 


unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciouſly,” and love 
us freely, 'Think of the ſucceſs others in your condition have met with. 
Attend to the authentic accounts of his kindneſs to them. Paul when 
buffeted by a meſſenger of ſatan, and pained as with a thorn in the fleſh, 
repeatedly ſought the Lord, before he obtained relief; which even then 


Was not granted in the way he requeſted, for the trial {ti]l continued; but 


the kind anſwer ** My grace is ſufficient for thee, my ſtrength is made 


perfect in weakneſs,” pleaſed him better. Moſt gladly therefore,” ſays 


he, „ will ] rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Chriſt may 


reſſ on me,” 2 Cor. xii. 9. The Lord has ever comforted thoſe who were 


caſt down; has not only ſupported, but frequently made them joyful in all 


their tribulations. At their requeſt, he has ſubdued their ſins, ſupplied 


their wants, removed their forrows ; inſtructed them in, and ſtrengthened 


B does 
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does all for his name's ſake, therefore conſider the happineſs of his people 


will terminate in his honour, and their increaſing felicity augment his 


glory. Cheering thought! Think of and deliberately confider the 
Saviour's efficacy. By his obedience and death atonement is made; peace 


obtained; a new and living way opened to the mercy-leat, for every 


humble ſuppliant: yea there is the mighty Saviour, as a wonderful 
councellor, a merciful high-prieſt and prevalent interceſſor. Wherefore, 


brethren, let us draw near. Let us come boldly to the throne of grace 
to obtain mercy, and find grace to help in every time of need.“ 


Laſtly, We would recommend a cordial ſubmiſſion to God, as highly 
neceſſary to enjoy and maintain communion with him. — His ſuperiority 


and authority claim ſubjection. His underſtanding is infinite, there- 


fore he beſt knows what is proper to be done, in heaven and earth, either 
by Himſelf or thoſe about Him. His wiſdom determines and directs to 
the belt methods to accompliſh his vaſt deſigns. It is impoſſible he ſhould 


do or require what is improper. To ſuppoſe he might, would be a horrid 
reflection on his character, as if he were either weak or worfe. He does 


what he pleaſes in heaven and earth. For, to reign over all, is his native 
right. Jo oppoſe his precepts, or quarrel with his proceedings, in grace 


or providence, is deteſtable arrogance. To ſeek to know his will in any re- 
ſpect, without deſiring to comply with it, is baſe hypocriſy, What ſhamefal 
duplicity to profeſs to be a ſubject, without ſubjection. Perhaps there is 


nothing more provoking to God, than the prayers of the avowedly diſ- 


| obedient. To pray for the forgiveneſs of „hat in which they intend to 
perſiſt, or to be kept from what they nean to purſue, to be directed to do 
what they vis not to perform, or to be made what they hare to be, is 
ſuch an horrid inſult and mockery of the divine majeſty, as admits of no 


deſcription, To attempt ſuch a kind of converſe with God, is ſurely the 
way to provoke him tojealou:y, for thus “the prayer of the wicked is an 
abomination to Jehovah,” ; | | 


But, dear brethren, we hope better things of you, even things that 
accompany ſalvation, though we thus ſpeak. Nevertheleſs we would 


warn you againft internal deceit, and every thing offenſive to God. 
According to ſcripture accounts, and mournful obſervation, ſome, after 
enjoying much communion with God, have ſhamefully backſlidden, de- 


_ parted from him, left their firſt love, and become almoſt ſtrangers to the 


life of religion. Affecting caſe! May each with trembling, make a 
ſolemn pauſe, and alk, “ Lord is it F??? Nay, ſome, through a light, 


fret/ul, or worldly ſpirit, have, like Jonah, formed ſchemes to increaſe 


the dillance, as if reiolved to flee from the preſence of God, and return 
no more. And when God -1n mercy has ſpoken to them, though by 


terrible things in righteouſneſs, and they are brought again to approach 
him; with what difficulty, through ſhame and confuſion, have they re- 


ſumed their former converſe with him, While perhaps, as in the caſe of 
David, ſome ſad tokens of divine diſpleaſure have attended-them all their 


days. Therefore, brethren, beware of indulging ſecret fins. Watch 


and pray that ye enter not into temptation. Flee from the firſt appearances 
of evil. Watch againſt levity on the one hand, and a fretful peeviſh diſ- 


| Poſition on the other. Be content with your fituation in life. Study, 
and pray for, ſubmiſſion to the directing and diſpeſing will of God. Re- 


member that with the froward God will ſhew himſelf froward. ho 
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in your hearts, the Lord will not, while that is the caſe, hear your prayers. 
Cultivate habitual nearneſs to God, by ejaculatory prayer. In private 
duties let meditation be intermixed with ſupplication, At all times take 


care that your words correſpond with your hearts. Without ſuch an 


agreement you cannot worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth. Be cautious 


and circumſpect in all things. Particularly beware of mixing and forming 


unſuitable connections with the world. Have no ſellowſhip with the 
unfruitful works of darkneſs, but rather rather reprove them.” For, 


Wat fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs.? and what 


communion hath light with darkneſs? and what concord hath Chriſt with 
belial ? or what part hath he that believeth with an infide] ??— Wherefore, 
ye that are entangled with them, “come ye out from among them, and 


be ſeparate, ſaith the Lord.” Be aſſured, brethren, that without true 


conformity and ſubmiſſion to God, you cannot poſlivly enjoy real fellow- 
ſhip and communion with him. For, as God is light, and in Him is no 
darkneſs at all ; if we ſay that we have fellowſhip with him, and walk in 


darkneſs, we lie, and do not the truth, 1 John, i. 5, 6. Let then “ your 


converſation be as becometh the goſpel of Chriſt? Set an high value on 
your good character among men, but never ſeek to obtain or preſerve your 
reputation, at the expence of truth and a good conſcience. 

From the whole we may infer, The propriety of true believers uniting 
in church fellowſhip. Religion is not only per/onal, but relative, No 
one is to live to himſelf or by himſelf, but to the honour of God, and 
the advantage of others as in fellowſhip with him, Wherefore ſuch as 
are“ weak in the faith receive ye,” that they may be partakers with 
you of the privileges peculiar to the houſe of God, which is the church 
of the living God, the fulneſs of him who filleth all in all. Thoſe who 
wiſh to grow in divine things, and be increaſed with the increaſe of God, 
ought to expect it not in a detached ſtate, not as foreigners, but as 
tellow-citizens with the ſaints; that their “ hearts might be comforted, 
being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full aſſurance of 
underſtanding, to the acknowledgment of the myſtery of God, and of 
the Father, and of Chriſt.” Col. ii. 2, 19. Ihe church as a ſpiritual 
« building fitly framed together, groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord: in whom allo ye are builded together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit,” Eph. ii. 19--22. Ihe great diverſity of gifts which 
Chriſt confers, and his Spirit divides or diſtributes “ ſeverally as he will,“ 
are common riches, conſtituting a joint-ſtock ; the advantages ariſing 
from the exerciſe and improvement of which pertain to every member in 


the ſacred connection; agreeable to the idea of fellowſhip, and the rules 


1elating to it. Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, all is your's.” 


Even the greateſt among you, Jeſus directs to be conſidered as the ſervant 
of all. Therefore brethren, you, eſpecially the officers in the churches, 


thould take notice of timid chriſtians, who are waiting in a ſtate of 
heſitation about Zion's gates, and ſay, Come in ye bleſſed oi the Lord, 
why tarry ye without? | 


= 


The neceſſity of mutual love among the churches and children of God, 


will evidenily appear from an attentive contideration of theſe things. 
« Let brotherly love continue,” and increaſe. See that ye love one 
„another with a-pure heart fervently.” Conſider how nearly you ate 
related and clotely connected by the bonds of the goſpel, which of all 
others are the molt endcaring and enduring, Live in peace, and ſocial 

| Ns 8 cordiality, 
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C 43.3 


| „ cordiality, as fellow-citizens, and fellow: heirs of the grace of life ; helrs 


of God, and join! heirs with Chritt Jeſus. Be therefore fel/ow- helpers to 


the truth, and of each others faith and joy. Exert yourſelves as fellow- 


labeurers, or workers-together for and with God. As fellow-ſoJdiers, 
unite in oppoſition to all who invade the Redeemer's kingdom, degrade 


his perſon, rob him of his right, alter his inſtitutions, adulterate his 
goſpel, or in any reſpect diminiſh his authority in and over the con- 


ſciences of men. But beware of en a furious or captious diſpoſi- 
tion under a pretence of zeal for the truth. In a word, be ye lovers of 
good men, even all of every name who bear the image of Chriſt; and 


love thoſe beit who appear to reſemble him in the higheſt degree. But 


ever conſider you are to judge for yourſelves in all matters of religion, and 
act as you ſeriouſly think is moſt agreeable to the mind of Chriſt, who is 
the great centre of love, the author of faith, and the lord of conſcience; 

We wiſh you, brethren, to continue “ ſtedfaſt in the apoſtle's doctrine 
and in fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers, Not for- 


faking the aſſembling of yourſelves together, as the manner of ſome is.“ 


As you are mutually concerned in all the folemn tranſactions in the 
reſpective churches to which you belong, do not grieve your brethren by 


_ your frequent abſence, and put them to the diſagreeable neceſſity of calling 


you to an account for criminal neglects. Learn the importance of your 
attendance at Church meetings, and upon other foctal occaſions, from the 
conduct of all other connected bodies of men in the world. All who are 


in fellowſhip, whether of a literary, commercial, political, or military 


nature, and even thoſe who have fellowſhip in iniquity, feel the neceſſity 


of meeting frequently, and converſing freely, in order to accomplith thoſe 


ends for which ſuch connections are formed, And ſhall chrifians, whoſe 
FELLOWSHIP is of a ſuperior nature, and for the moſt important purpoſes, 


keep at a diſtance, and be ſhy and unſociable one towards another, yea, 


even after they have openly covenanted together to ſerve the Lord with one 
conſent? God forbid! O let it never be ſaid that they are a company of 
all others the moſt negligent, and who pay the leaſt attention to their own 
Intereſt, Strictly regard the authority of Chriſt as the head of the church, 
and maſter of your aſſemblies. Conſcientiouſly attend to the rules he has 
preſcribed, relating to admiſſion and exclufion. Admit none but ſuch as 


as appear well affected to the perſon and intereſt of Chriſt, Watch over 


one another. Comfort and ſtrengthen the feeble: warn the unruly: and 
after proper admonition, exclude thoſe you cannot reclaim. . Be faithful 
as a collective body, in keeping what is committed to your care. See 


that the ordinances of baptiſm and the Lord's-ſupper be preſerved in their 
native purity and original ſimplicity, and for no other ends than thoſe, for 


which they were inſtituted. By the ont is expreſſed a voluntary putting on 
of Chriſt, and a ſolemn ſurrender of a perſon's whole ſelf, body and 
ſoul, to him : while as an indication of fellowſhip with him in his ſuffer- 
ings, and conformity to his death, the believer according to ſcripture 
example, is buried with Him by baptiſm,” Rom. vi. 4. Gal. iii. 27. 
Col. ii. 12.—By the other, believers call to remembrance the Redeemer's 
dying love, by which fellowſhip and communion with him, and with each 


other is poſſeſſed, enjoyed and greatly increaſed, 


To conclude : as the aſſembling of ſaints, ſo the afſeciation of churches 
is for the purpoſe of promoting what relates to the kingdom of Chriſt 
in the world, which renders ſuch connections worthy their encouragement 

| Who 
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the redeemed of the Lord; and thou ſhalt 


(13 
who with for its increaſe, and pray for its proſperity. O that every ſuch 


owning of God and of one another, may be bleſſed in preparing us for, 
and be found ſweet pledges of, that Great Afociation, when all the 


redeemed of the Lord ſhall meet and part no mote! There his ſervants 


ſhall ſerve him without wearineſs, love and worſhip him with intenſe 


delight, without a wandering thought; and in that world of pleaſure 


enjoy fellowſhip and communion with their God and with each other, 
without any interruption, for ever and ever. Finally brethren pray for 
Us, that the word of the Lord may have free courſe and be glorified. 


| The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and the commu- 


on of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. Amen. 


Signed on behalf of the aſſociation, 
RICHARD HOPPER, Moderator. 


u * i Ar 1 


Fueſclay evening, met as uſual about ſix o'clock. Brother Hopper was | 
choſen moderator. Brother Craps, paſtor of the church where we met, 


began in prayer. Read the letters from the churches, and took minutes 
of their contents. Brother Bland, of Soham, concluded in prayer. Had 


another meeting early the next morning, when fix brethren were engag 


in prayer, | 


The public worſhip on Wedneſday was divided into three opportunities 
Morning, 10. Brother Mills, of Sheepſbead, began in prayer. Brother 


Sutcliff introduced the ſervice, with a brief account of the deſign of the 


aſſociation, and prayed. Brother Morris, of Clpflone, preached from 


Heb. x. 38, 39. Vany man draw back, any ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him, 


But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that 


believe, to the ſaving of the ſoul. Brother Briggs, a fellow - labourer with 


brother Fletcher, of Codnor, concluded in prayer..—In the afternoon, 


brother Greenwood, of Oakham, prayed; and brother Fawiner, of Thorn, 
| aha ge from Luke vii. 33, 34. For John the Baptiſt came neither eating 
Bread, nor drinking wine, and ye ſay, He hath a devil, The Son of Man is 


come eating and drinking ;* and ye ſay, Behold a gluttonous man, and a wine- 
bibber, a friend of publicans and ſinners. Brother Carey, of Moulton, con- 
cluded. In the evening, brother Weſt, of Carlton, prayed ; and brother 
Ryland preached from Ifa. Ixii. 12. And they ſhall call them, The holy people, 

4 called, Sought out, a city not 
forſaken, Brother Jones, of Lincoln, concluded. - Read the affociatim 
letter drawn up by our brother Hall, before the miniſters and meflengers 


that evening after ſupper, which was approved of, and voted to be ſigned 


by the moderator. 


Miet early the next morning for the relation of our experiences, and 
ſettling the buſineſs of the fund, &c. One of the brethren began in 


Prayer, and it was cloſed with the ſame by the moderator. 
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State of the churches ſince the laſt aſociation. 


Upon a profeſſion ER 25 95 
Aaded3 By letters of recommendation 3 
Reſtored after excluſion - =» - - 8 

| | 21000 


By death F = 46 
Piminithed3 By diſmiſſion to other churches "6, 6 
By excluſion +  - Ren 3 17 


Increaſe 31 


„ The whole number of communicants in the 22 churches is 1527. 


N. B. The cordial and unanimous thanks of this aſſociation, were voted 


to the committee 6f the three denominations of Proteſtant Diſſenters in Lon. lon, 


for their exertions in attempting to procure a repeai of the Teſt and 
Corporaticn As; of which the moderator was deſired to inform their ſecretary, 
and that we hype they will not he diſcouraged by the late failure, from 
uting every wile and legal effort to obtain ſo deſirable an end. We cannot 
but think the abolition of thoſe laws an o! 0ject that deſerves the concurrence 
of every friend to liberty ard religion, not only that proteſtant diſſenters 
in general, who have ever approved themſelves fincere friends to the preſent 
Roy, Fainily, and our happy covtfitution of government, may no longer 


be debarred from the full poſſeſſion of thoſe privileges which ought to lie 
open to all good and faithful ſubjects, but eſpecially that a ſtop may be put 


to tie awful profiitution of a divine inſtitution, which we cannot but conſider 
as 2 national SN of enormous magnitude. 


Agreed to continue the MONTHLY PRAYER-MEETING for the revival of 
religion. We hope that the tidings lately received of a blefſed: work of 
grace among the inhabitants of ſevera] of the United States of America, and 
particularly. of the great increaſe of the baptift denomination, in Virginia, 
and various other parts, will be a means of animating us to fervent prayer 
tor our native country; that u may largely partake of the effaſion of the 
Holy Spirit, which we wiſh to be poured out upon et O that all the 
ends of the earth. may fee the falvation of God! 
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An imperfect ſketch of the ſtate of the Baptiſt intereſt in America 
will be here added to fill up a vacant page, and to excite our 
brethren to prayer and praiſe, as the cauſe of Chriſt is ove, 
where ever the, perſons dwell that are honoured by him, in being 
the ſubjects and promoters of his bleſſed kingdom. 


In the WarREN aſſociation are xlii churches. 


It appears by their letter of 1788, that in the preceding year gr had been 
baptized and added to the churches-upon a profeſſion of faith; 33 had been 
diſmiſſed ; 4 excluded; 32 removed by death. The number ot their churche 


members in full communion 3347. | | 


They mention having received a letter from the committee of the 
VIRGINIA afſociations, and another from the Rev. John Leland,* containing 
very agreeable intelligence of a great work of God among that people; 
which was confirmed by the verbal teſtimony of the Rev. Aja Haut, paſtor 
of the zd church in Middleborough, who had viſited Virginia the preceding 
winter, and ſaw the wonderful diſplays of divine grace upon large Numyers, 
who were hopefully brought to an acquaintance with the golpel, 


In the PRILADvELTHIA aſſociation are lv churches, 

It appears by their letter, 1788, that in the year before that meeting, 326 

were baptized; 14 received by letter; 83 diſmiſſed; 20 excluded; 48 
deceaſed. Number of communicants 3198. | | 


They had received a letter from the KETOCKTOM afociation, giving an 


account of a marvellous revival; that in one particular church three hundred 


had been added; and that the greateſt harmony prevailed throughout their 
whole aſſembly, there did not appear to be among the watchinen, “ one. 
diſcordant note.“ | 


In the CRARLESTOWN afſiciation are xx churches, 


According to their letter, 1788, in the preceding year 109 were baptized ; 
51 received by letter; 12 diſmiſſed; 7 excluded; 9 dead. Number of 
members 1563. | | 


In the SHAFTSBURY aſſociation are xvi churches, 


In the year preceding June, 1788, it appears by their printed letter, that 
71 were added; 3 diſmilled; 5 excluded; 2 dead. Number of members 803. 


We have not ſeen the Srox IN GTO letter for 1788, but in 1787 that 
aſſociation contained x11 churches, to whom in the preceding year 12 
members had been added by baptiſm, upon profeſſion of faith; they bad loſt 
2 members by diſmiſſion; 3 by excluſion; and 5 by death. Number of 
church-members 998. 


* Dr. Stil/man, of Bofton, in a letter to brother Ryland, jun. dated Nov. 17, 1788, obſerved 
that the baptiſt churches had been greatly increafed. In ſeveral places in New-£ ngland 
there had been revivals of religion among the pαbaptiſt churches, particularly at Byfie:d, 
New and Old Rowley, &c. But the moſt a!toniſhing work of grace was in Virginia, 
where, ys Dr. S. J am infermed by the Rev. Mr. Leland, between thres and four 
flipuſand have been added to our churches in about three years.“ 
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By Dr. RKirrox, of London. 
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The Warren letter mentions ſome other baprift aſſociations in Americe, 
whole letters we have not ſeen; as the NEW-HAMPSHIRE, and the Bow- 
DOINHAM aſſociations ; and had received a letter from a new-formed charch 
at Horton, in Nova-SCOTIA.—The 9 letter mentions the Woop- 
STOCK and VERMONT aſſociations, e hear alſo of a glorious work of 
grace among our ou denomination in GEORGLA, and in the new Settle- 
ment of KENTUCKEY, many are inclined to attend upon the goſpel, and 
embrace the oidinances in their primitive ſimplicity, Pl ran 


* Our next aſſociation is to be held at OlNEx, May 2, on the 


 Weuneſday after whitlun week, 1790. Brother Fuller and brother Hall to 


preach; in cale of failure brother Gill. 


Theſe Letters will in future be ſold in Lon ox, price 2d. for the benefit 


of the cfſnciation-fund, the intention of which was deſcribed at the cloſe f 


Mr. G's letter on Chriſtian Love, 1783. By Mr. Reynolds, Crooked- 
Lane; and Mr. Lepard, yi, Newgate-vtreet, 2 * 


— — . — —⅞é — 


The third Edition of The SELECTION or HYMNS, deſigned as an 
ArrENDIX to Dr. WaTTs's Plalms and Hymns, is now in the Preſs, 


F 


| | Lately was publiſhed, 
A SERMON, occaſioned by the Death of the Rev. JosHua SYMONDS, 


of Bedſord, by J. RYLaNnD; to which is annexed Mr. SUTCLIFF's Addreſs 


before the Interment; and an Appendix, containing a brief Hiſtory of that 
Church, and its Paſtors, before and ſince the Time of the celebrated Joby 
Bunyan. | e 

| Sold by BucxLand and LEZTARD. Price 6d, 
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